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UI'IIT^D  STATSS  DEPAETi-'ENT  0?  ACJRIC-.";LTURE 
A::-R  IC  ULTUEAL  ia'JlKET  ING  ADMIN  IS  THAT  ION 


'1  ^ 


Dramotto  Script 

"FOOD  i:>  A  "■.n.roN" 


1  J.  S.  Lei)artmt;Ri  of  Agriculture 


Mill-rd  C,  Faught 


3oo34i)  (1) 

MUSIC:  S7>fELLS  TO  CLIMAX  -  THEN  FADE  UNDER  AND  HOLD) 

VOICE:        To  the  Nation's  farmers,  its  homemaker s ,  to  America's  war  busy 

oeonle  everyv;here,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

brings  by  transcription  this  reminder—that  Food  is  a  Weapon  I 
TIUSIC:        (BRIDGE  W  THEME  "Ai'IERICA  THE  BEAUTIFUL"  I5  SECONDS  -  BRIDGE 

TO  GUNFIRE  -  BATTLE  SOUNDS  -  SHELL  -  PAUSE  *  HOLD  B/ TTLE  UNDER 

NARRATOR) 

NARRATOR;  The  weapons  of  war  -  guns,  tanks,  planes. 

But  FOOD  is  also  a  weapon, 

A  powerful  terrible  weapon 

(BATTLE  SOmiDS  OUT) 
SOimD:        (I'ARCHING  HE'T  -  HEAVY  TR/U.iPING  STEPS,   5  SECONDS) 
■  "iln  army  marches  on  its  stomach," 

Said  Frederick  the  Great. 

"Food  is  the  number  one  weapon  of  modern  war," 

Says  Secretary  '"'iickard, 

"Food  will  v.dn  the  war." 
SOUND:        (AGAIN  BATTLE  W  DISTANCE,   UP  10  SECH^tdS  AND  DO^  U  WIDER  VOICE,  HOLD) 
VOICE  1:    v^e  were  short  of  guns  and  men  and  ships  and  water 

And  Hong  Kong  fell. 

■We  were  short  of  guns  and  men  and  ships 

And  our  rations  were  low 

So  Singapore  had  to  surrender. 

Hunger  and  thirst  were  good  weapons  —  for  the  Japs, 
(FADE  BATTLE  OUT) 


(2) 


VOICE  2:      On  Bataan  ue  harvested  all  the  rice 

And  ate  all  the  bullocks 

And  all  the  horses 

So  Bataan  fell. 

And  for  want  of  food 

And  men,  and  guns  and  ammunition 

Corregidor  v/as  lost. 
NAi^'KATOR:    Guns  need  ammunition 

But  men  must  have  food 

America  has  guns 

And  shells 
MUSIC:  (SNEAK  IN  "AI'lERICA") 

And  butter  too. 


We  v;ill  fight  this  'war 


On  a  full  stomach 
And  v,'e  ivill  vin 

Then  food  v-ill  holp  v/rite  the  peace  .   .  . 

But  that  v'ill  come  later. 
MUSIC:  (  IKEffii;  RISES  -  BRIDGE  TO  DIRGE  (  T-I58-6)  HOLD  UNDERVOICE  "LAiffiNTO") 

NARRATOR;     For  nov/,  let's  get  on  Y"ith  this  vrer , 

War  is  a  nasty,  rotten  business. 

It  i  s  hull  and  scorched  earth 

And  famine , 

Norvray  is  hungry 
Kollana  is  hungry 
Greece  is  st-^rving 
All  Europe  is  hungry  I 

lOTSIC:  (FADE) 


• » 


NAPRA.TOR:    Hitler  is  hungry,  too 

And  Mussolini  sats  scraps 

From  Hitler 'r  table. 
:miC:  (THQiE  UP  "AIvlERICA  THE  BEAUTIFUL"  -  HOLD  UNDEPVOICE) 

V^^ICE  1:      But  America  is  not  hungry. 

■■'e  have  our  ir^ranaries  full 

Of  "Food  for  Freedom" 

Our  food  supplies  will  be 

Neither  too  little 

Nor  too  late. 
NARRATOR;    And  v.e  are  sending  food  to  our  i-.llies 

And  to  our  fifihting  f'riends  everyvmere . 

Great  round  cheeses  to  Englmd 

Powdered  milk  and  egrs  to  Russia 

Meat  to  the  Fighting  French 

Fruits  and  food  concentrates 

Bacon  and  lard 

Flour  and  vitamins 

Even  seeds  .   .  . 

We  ere  sending  our  friends  gims  and  butter. 
IWSIC:  (  THELiE  SV'ELLS ) 

VOICE  1:      We  call  it  Lend-Lease  food 

And  we've  sent  them  6  billion 

500  million  pounds  already  I 

And  we're  raising  more 

And  more  f.'nd  more 

Food  for  Freedom  I 


rjSIC:  (  THEME  UP  FADE  -  SEQUE  TO  STEALTHY  MUSIC  (T  201-3) 

"A  NIGHT  ON  BALD  MOUNTAIN") 
NARRATOR:    At  night 

The  coiTimandos  steal  into  Europe, 

And  under  their  arms 

They  carry  tonmy  guns 
SOUND:  (STACCATO  GUTIFIRE) 

imd  in  their  kno.ps^^cks 

They  carry  food, 

Anerican  food. 

And  they  are  well-fed 

j-i.nd  strong 

And  tough  I 

/old  Hitler  knows  it. 

He  is  afraid. 

His  vassals  are  treacherously  hungry 
Even  his  Nazis  eat  ersatz  meals. 


SHARP 
VOICE: 


■"I'e  must  have  more  food 
NAERATOR:     He  shouts  to  his  hirelings 


SHARP 
VOICE: 


irosic: 


Draft  more  slave  labor  I 
steal  more  Danish  butter  t 
Plunder  the  Greeks  again  I 
^^ere  is  that  wheat 
The  Italians  oromised  ? 

(/JJIERICM  MUSIC  -  BRIDGE  YJTH  "/jaERICA  THE  BEAUTIFUL") 


-    (POSSIBLY  FILTER  TMTH 
TREBLE  EMPHASIS) 


NaRFjiTOR:     In  America  the  farmers  knov; 
TVhat  they  are  doing 
To  beat  Hitler 
And  Muss  o 
And  Togo. 

MUSIC:  (FIDDLING  V  1C7-CUT  2)  -  "C01.1B0Y'S  liEAVEN") 


FIRST 
FAMiER: 


sEooiro 

F^JIvlER: 


FARMER'S 
WIFE : 


NARRATOR i 


Yeah,  I  just  bought  tvTO  extra  heifers 
And  I'm  f9*:ding  more  heavily, 

I  fifure  I'll  raise  more  soybeans 
On  that  big  field  by  the  river 
Those  himdred  extre.  hogs 
'Mil  make  b.  difference,  too. 

Sixty-eight  dozen  eggs.     Let's  see.   .  , 
That's  fourteen  dozen  more  than  last  month. 
This  year  ^mericfoi  cows 
Are  giving  I'DO  thousand  quarts  of  milk 
Every  minute  I 

Our  hens  ore  laying  87  thousfind  eggs 
Every  minute  I 

Fanners  aro  raising  enough  soybeans 
To  produce  5  million  poimds  of  oil 
Every  dpy  I 

Hitler  v;ould  givo  a  million  men 
To  kill  all  our  cows 
And  our  chickens 


(6) 

SOUND:  (FARM  SOUNDS,  CHICKENS  MD  COV/S  -HOLD  5  SECONDS  Al©  FADE) 

Because  milk  ond  eggs  \ 

jfmd  neat  and  vegetables 

Equal  well-fed  workers 

Equal  noisy,  e:rinJing  ulants 
SOUND:  (SNEAK  IN  SOUl^^DS  FACTORIES  MD  SHIPYARDS  -  S'..ELL  NOISE  5  SEODNDS) 

Equal  t^;nks,  jeeos,  Lockhv^eds, 

Hud  son  8,  :iiracobr?s 
SOUND:  (MCHINES  -  UP  3  S£OaM)S) 

NARRATOR:    Weapons  from  Jiineric'-. 

Mad J  by  stron2>  healthy  men 

And  women. 

Not  by  slaves 

"^Nho  live  on  hate 

Instead  of  food, 
(PAUSE) 

There's  just  one  trouble  vdth  food 

As  a  weapon. 

It  isn't  glamorous, 

I^USIC:  (JIARTIAL  MUSIC  ON  ^^/■LRINE  HYMN  (VICTOR  RECORDING)  -  HOLD  UNDERVOICE; 

On  the  battle  front 
Heroes  are  made 
Great,  brave  deeds  are  done 
And  there  are  medals  to  be  vion. 


(  CONT. ) 


1 


(7) 

MUSIC:  (SV/ELL  AND  OUT  *  SEQUE  TO  IJONOIOUS  IHUSIC  (T  201->)  -  "A  NIGHT 

ON  B.^LD  MOUNTAIN"  HOLD  UNDER  "COMPLAINING  VOICE"  AND  NARRATOR) 

MARHATOR;     But  raisin'   food  is  just  ... 
Famin'  I 

COl'PLAIMING 

VOICE:         VChat's  heroic  about 
Milking  cows? 
Flowing? 

Hoeing  pot^.toe?  ? 

Feeding  chickens? 
MUS I C :  (  COT  TINUE  HOLD ING  UNDER  NARRATOR ) 

NARRATOR:    'Ahat's  heroic  about  just  farmin'? 

Plenty,  mister  I 

This  is  total  v;ar  I 

That's  v;hy  food 

Is  a  waapon 

Not  just  grub. 

For  every  pilot 

'^'^Ino  shoots  do''/n  a  Stuka 

There  are  o  dozen  other  men  - 

Mechanics,  greasemonkeys. 

Helpers,  technicians, 

V,'ho  keep  that  pilot  up  there 

Fighting . 

If  he' s  a  hero 

They're  nil  heroos. 


(3) 

NARkATOP:     "They  also  serve 

V.Tio  only  stand  nnd  wait," 
Said  the  poet  Milton. 
But  v^o  ever  s^.w  a  farmer 
Raising  "Food  for  Freedom" 
Standing  cround.  ... 
Waiting? 

MUSIC:  (Sr.ELL  (T  201-3)   5  SECOiTOS  -  HOLD  AGAIN  MDERVOICE-  "A  NIGHT 

ON  BALD  MOUNTAIN") 

Every  shock  of  gr^in 

Every  bucket  of  milk 

Every  sack  of  beans 

Is  a  veapon. 
WJSIC:  (FADE  OUT) 

That  farm  of  yours.  Mister, 

That's  no  hunk  of  dirt  ~ 

Th^t  farm's  an  arsenal  I 

We've  got  six  million  farm  arsenals 

In  America. 

And  they're  all  toolod  up 
And  producing 
"War  goods  I 

And  those  overalls  -- 

They're  uniforms. 

Those  patches  on  thj  knees  - 

They're  service  stripes 

Ihey  stand  for  food  produced. 


(9) 


NARRATOR:    And  th?.t  pitchfork  hfuidle 
(  cont .  ) 

And  those  plo-ivsh-r es  - 
Ihey  didn't  get  that  shine 
Standing  in  tht  tool  shed. 

And  "those  furrows 
Starting  out  by  the  barn 
And  leading  across  the  field  - 
Ihose  are  trenches 
On  the  food  front. 

Barbed  wire 

"Will  tear  Hitler's  pants 

Just  as  badly 

On  your  farm 

As  it  will 

Strung  in  tangles 

Across  the  scorched  fields 

Of  the  Ukraine, 

SOUTTD:  (FIRE,  SWELL     5  SECONDS  -  BRIDGE  TO  (T  lU3-2  -  "FLARIOT)0") 

Ye  s ,  s  i  r . 

Food  is  a  wftapon 
Of  total  war 
And  every  night 
"Whun  our  farmers 
Come  out  of  the  field 
"We  have  won  another  battle, 
LIUSIC:  (ST'vELL  ID  (T  lUl-T)  -  HOLD  TJIIDERVOICE  ♦  "aNDALOUSE") 


(ID) 

NARRATOR:     But  farmers  eren't  the  only  people 
( cont . ) 

'Vho  fi.'^ht  on  the  food  front  - 
Packers,  canners,  v;hole sale rs. 
Bakers,  grocers,  housevives. 
They're  thu  quartermasters  corps 
'■yTio  must  manage 
This  great  food  supply. 
GROCER:        I'mlJr.  Jones,  tl-ie  corner  grocer. 
I  been  sell  in'  the  same  food 
To  the  satne  people 
For  "PO  years. 

T/vhat  can  cx  fella  like  me  do 

To  help  vrin  this  v.-sr? 
IfJSIC:  (i.I(HT,   DOIvSSTIC  (T  I3O-8),   " Ci-JI ZOITr.TTA"  -  HOLD  UNDER  VOICE) 

NaRKjVTOR;    \^hat  can  you  do? 

About      hundred  different  things. 

And  you  cm  strrt 

By  telling  Mrs.  Black 

On  •^^'Im  Street 

That  hoarding  food  ' 
Helps  Hitler, 


And  that  woman  I'^'ho  just  moved  into 
The  opartment  over  the  nost  office  - 
The  I'-.dy  -with  the  two  skinny  kids, 
Hov;  about  telling  hsr  about 
"Vitcamin-enrichsd  bread? 

(coi.:t.) 


NAPPATOR:     It  doesn't  cost  rmy  more 

iVnd  it  would  do  those  kids  some  real  good. 
So  would  fresh  vegetables. 
And  more  milk. 

And  r11  thos3  customers  of  yours 

Wi©  use  food  stamps, 

^*hy  don't  you  help  them  shop 

So  their  food  budgets 

1/Vill  go  further? 

You'll  make  a  living  .just  thu  same  — 
And  they'll  be  heclthier. 
(PiiUSE) 

And  let  me  ask  you  this,  I.ir.  Merchrait 
Do  you  have  a  Victory  Food  Emblem 
At  v;ork  in  your  ptore? 
GROCER:         You  bet  .   .  . 

And  I  move  it  every  weuk 

So  it  h^cngs  o""'er  whatever  current  Victory  Food 

Vte're  supposed  to  use  r  lot  of 

Becnuse  it's  abL;nd:int 

Or  ersy  to  raise 

So  we  crn  sv.ve 

On  other  foods 

Th-^.t  our  soldiers  and  Allies  need 
To  win  this  war  I 
MUSIC:  (SURGE  5  SECONDS,  THEII  UNDER  AND  HOLD  aGaIN,  VERY  L07 


(12) 


NARRATOR:      And  you  were  asliiri'r  a  minute  a^o 
Vi/hat  you  could  do  to  help.... 

Every  time  you  sell  a  Victory  Food 
And  help  yo.ur  customers  shop  wisely 
You've  put  in  a  lick  for  our  side. 
You're  in  this  fi?;ht  every  hour 
That  your  store  is  open. 

(PAUSE) 

k'JSIC:  (IT?  A  BIT  Ai]D  .lOLD) 

And  you,  llrs,  'dcusevjire , 

On  the  other  side  of  the  food  counter. 

Victory  ?oods  are  your  weapons,  too. 

Vfithout  the  help  of  all  you  Home  I.Ianap.;ers, 

We  could  lose  this  war 

In  a  matter  of  aonths. 

But  with  your  help 

We'll  vfin  it  hands  dovm 

And  v;e  won't        hunrry  doing  it, 
MUSIC:  (U?  AND  OUT) 

WO?A!i:  (SKEPTICAL) 

That's  probably  true,... 

But  after  all 

With  the  little  bit  of  shopping  I  do 
V/hat  difference  does  it  make 
V/hether  I  buj''  Victory  Foods 
Or  what, 

(cont . ) 


'VOiaAN:  If  I  v/ant  to  spend  my  money 

For  the  foods  ny  family  happens  to  like 
That's  xy  business, 

MRRATOR:      You  bat  that's  your  business! 

?.::SIC:  (60,066-A    "PO.iP  AND  C IRCUivxSTAMCE" ) 

But's  a  bip;;^er  bus iness  than  you  think 

There  are  32  million  homemakers  like  you 

In  the  United  States 

And  you're  all  in  business 

The  business  of  Food  ];iana,i-i;ement 

And  ri'-ht  now,  I;Iadam. 

That '  s  '■■.'"ar  b u s  ine  s  s  J 

This  is  a  war  of  technic i.ans 

Of  experts  and  specialists. 

You  women  are  specialists  too 

Specialists  in  Food  Manaa-ement 

Nov/  as  never  before  you  can. 

You  must  iTiake  use  of  your  talents. 

You  can  run  your  kitchens 

And  plan  your  menus 

And  feed  your  families 

^Yithout  v^astinr  a  mouthful 

of  Food. 

And  in  this  job.  Victory  Foods 
Are  your  best  guide 
To  v/ise  wartime  marketing. 
You  should  watch  for  them 
And  use  them. 


Unless  you  do 
Our  entire 

Food  production  and  conservation  program 
Can  fail, 

liUSIC:  (UP  AND  ACCELERATE  TO  DRAi.ATIZE  TORDS  BELOVJ) 

L1\N:  We're  short  of  tin  for  cans 

^Ve're  short  of  space 

y\nd  our  trains  and  trucks 

Are  busy  day  and  ni-^ht 

Haulin?  v;ar  -too  s, 

'"e  haven't  time  to  plant 

And  raise,  and  harvsst 

And  can,  and  ship 

And  store  and  sell 

Food 

Just  so  someone  can  waste  it] 
LTJSIC:  (BRIDGE  BACK  TO  (  T  I3O-8)     "C.aMZONETTA"  Ai®  HOLD  UIMDER) 

2nd  W0I1\N:  Yes,  Food  Lianagement  is  our  business 

Our  war  business 

And  food  is  our  weapon  too. 

Let's  spare  our  can  openers 

And  starve  our  f^arbafxe  cans. 

Let's  mobilize  cur  kitchens  1 

.irtd  lise  Victory  Foods 

This  is  ""ur  v/ar  too. 

Those  kitchens  of  ours 

/ire  Fortresses 

On  the  food  front. 


In  them        c.,r.  v/j.n  at  least 

Three  skirmishes  every  day, 
3rd  ^IXM:    A  lot  of  us  think 

That  doing  without 

Is  our  bcfst  way  to  save  foods. 

But  v;e  can  also  do  with 

The  real  trick  is  to  decide 

"."hich  foods  to  do  v/ith 

And  which  to  do  without, 
2nd  '"/OiAJ:     Th;it  trick  is  aasi...r  than  you  thinlc 

I  just  watch  for  the  Victory  Food  Emblem 

The  "V"  a.-i^o.inst  the  market  basket 

These  Victory  Foods  are  the  ones 

To  do  vdth 

They  are  the  foods  we  have  in  abundance 

Or  can  raise  eai^ily 

As  Foods  for  Freedom 

Every  time  you  use  a  Victory  Food  - 

fresh  vegetable 
Instead  of  a  canned  one 
A  plentiful  food 
Instead  of  a  scarce  nommodity  - 
You  release  other  food 
For  our  men  in  the  battle  lines  - 
In  i'lustralia,  in  Egypt 
In  England 

I\nd  some  time  soon  — 
In  Berlin  and  Tokyo! 

(PAUSE) 


IIARIa'.TOR:      ix.  apron  isn't  c^s  xi-tty 

As  an  air  raid  warden's  b':,do---' 
And  you  may  not  be  promoted 
Past  the  rank  of  private  on  K.P, 
But  if  you  can  run  your  home 
And  plan  your  menus 
■iTith  Victory  Foods 

And  wisely  ^cui.ie  your  food  consumption. , 

If  you  can  keep  that  nan  of  yours 

So  v/ell-fed  and  healthy 

That  he  can  iiiake  one  extra 

Gurir,iouri.t  a  week 

Or  save  one  extra  man-hour  — 

Perhaps  a  whole  man-day 

Because  nc  was  too  well-C2.rod  for 

To  catch  that  cold,... 

If  you  can't  knit  for  Britain 

BecauFc  of  the  baby 

Ot  work  at  tho  Red  Cross 

Because  of  all  the  housovrark, . . , , 

Let's  remember  onco  in  a  while 

That  war  is  i.iad'^  of  3  M's  - 

Ken,  l.iichinos,  and  i.Iorale 

And  morale  rests  on  food. 

":,:j"sic:         (up  agabi  and  out) 


(17) 


NARPJ\.TOR:      Behind  every  nian 

Behind  the  man  behind  th^-  gun 

Is  0.  woman,  -  a  housev.'-ife,  a  mother. 

On  her  spirit 

On  her  cere  oi'  the  family 

Depends  morale. 

i.:U3IC:  (REPEAT  L-ITIi.L  THEIIE  "Aj'^JRICA  THE  BE/iUTIFlI."  --  .T'.rELL  TO 

C0i>'CLU3I0N) 
?ARR/vTORj      licr's  is  the  home  front 

Ajid  here  as  on  the  battlefield 

Food  is  a  weapon! 

Guns,  tanks,  planes  -  FOODi 

Will  win  the  v;arj 
MUSIC:  (OUT) 

VOICE:  This    transcribed    program  "m'as  presented     ,  by  the 

Agricultural  ihrkot ing  Administration  of  The  Unitod 
States  Departm.i^nt  of  Agriculture, 


